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2017 Eclipse Trip – Update 
 

Thanks to everyone who responded to our Eclipse 2017 survey. Sorry it took so long to compile the 
results, but as you will see, we needed to do a bit of reconnaissance work before we were ready to 
update you with the results of the survey and a plan for the trip. 

If you want to cut to the chase, you can skip all of the intervening survey and travelogue stuff and go 
right to the proposed itinerary on page 15. Otherwise, keep reading — we’ll take you through the survey 
responses and how they coalesced into a plan. 

Survey Results 
To refresh your memory: there’s going to be a total eclipse of the sun on Monday, August 21, 2017, 
across the continental United States. The eclipse makes landfall in western Oregon at about 9:00 AM 
PDT and traverses the entire mainland US until it exits later in the day in South Carolina. If you’ve never 
been to a total eclipse before, take our word for it, it’s an awesome event — for once, that overused 
adjective is entirely appropriate. 

 
August 21, 2017: The Path of Totality 

Some of us know this first-hand — about 20 of us flew down to the Caribbean in February 1998 to view 
a total solar eclipse from the deck of a tall ship on a Barefoot Cruise. It was a memorable week, to say 
the least. News of the 2017 eclipse got us thinking it might be nice to experience another one, so we 
sent out a survey to the original group of adventurers. The response was overwhelmingly positive, so we 
invited everyone to pass along the survey to family and friends. 

All told, we received 25 responses representing 48 people. The bulk of the responses came from the 
east coast — the split was exactly 2-1, east vs. west. (Nemo, we counted you as “west coast.”) We took 
that as license to explore every state in the path of totality as a possible destination. 

 

http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/path_through_the_US.htm
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Our first survey question, naturally, was: 

 

Almost 3/4 of you were leaning in the “Yes” direction. 

 

Next we asked about accommodations. (Note: from here on, we’ll only count responses from those who 
were in the “wouldn’t miss it” or “signs point to yes” camps.) 

 

 So… most are willing to compromise on lodging in order to increase the likelihood of clear skies. 

40%

32%

24%

4%

Are you interested in joining us for the 
eclipse trip on August 21, 2017?

I wouldn't miss it

Signs point to yes

Could go either way

Probably not

No freakin' way

56%

11%

33%

0%

What is most important to you?*

I want to be in a place where the
likelihood of cloudy skies is low,
even if the lodging is somewhat
spartan

I want to be in a place that's nice to
hang out in, even at the risk of
cloudy skies

I want clear skies AND a nice place
to stay

I'll go where everyone else goes,
don't make me choose!
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We studied weather and cloud cover predictions for late August and noted that many of the places that 
had the best chance of clear skies were off the beaten path, so we asked this question: 

 

All of you said you would at least consider driving to the viewing area on eclipse day. 

 

We also asked about a hybrid approach: 

 

Again, everyone was open to enduring some less-than-optimal logistics, if necessary. 

39%

61%

0%

The path of totality is only about 100 miles wide. Would you be willing to 
stay outside of the path of totality if it meant driving up to 100 miles on 

the day of the eclipse to get into the viewing area?*

Absolutely

I would consider it

Definitely not - center line or bust

* likely participants only

35%

65%

0%

How about staying in the path of the eclipse just before/after the 21st, 
but staying in more congenial surroundings otherwise?*

What a great idea!

That might make sense

Too much of a hassle — let's stay in 
one place

* likely participants only

http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~jander/tot2017/tse17intro.htm
http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/weather/2017_clouds.htm
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Next came the Big Question: where should we go, i.e. to which state? Survey says: 

 

We were surprised that Oregon was such a decisive favorite. But then, it was our first choice, too, based 
on our weather research. Perhaps we all reached the same conclusion, based on the data? 

 

Because our survey respondents were split between the east and west coasts, we were concerned that 
there might be some coastal bias in the results, so we broke out the two groups separately: 
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Count me in Definite possibility * likely participants only
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Sure enough — while the east coasters proved willing to travel to the west, the west coasters weren’t 
really interested in anything east of the Rockies. 

Next, we asked how long of a trip you would prefer: 

 

What a lovely distribution! Note that you were allowed to select multiple answers. 

Finally, we asked what kind of budget you were comfortable with: 

 

Two-thirds were willing to spend up to $200/night, so we used that as a rough guideline. 
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1-2 nights 3-4 nights 5-6 nights 7+ nights Not sure

How much time do you anticipate spending 
with the group? Choose all that apply*

* likely participants only

33%

33%

28%

6%

How much are you willing to spend on 
lodging?

Up to $100/night

Up to $200/night

Up to $300/night

The sky's the limit

* likely participants only
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Planning the Trip 
Based on the survey responses, we considered trips to Oregon, Idaho and Wyoming. We quickly settled 
on Oregon, which we felt was 

 the easiest location to reach from a major airport, and  

 the one least  likely to be cloudy 

Having decided on a general destination, we next tried to pinpoint the optimal spot for viewing the 
eclipse. We wanted a location that was  

 close enough to Portland Airport (PDX) so we all wouldn’t have to drive all day to get there 

 directly in the path of totality  

 home to a relatively nice hotel in our price range. 

We considered Salem and the Willamette Valley south of Portland; and the high desert region east of 
Portland. We ultimately settling on the latter as more likely to be clear. From looking at Google Maps, 
Oregon east of the Cascades appears to be pretty barren. Once you get over the mountains and into the 
high desert area, there isn’t a whole lot going on hotelwise, at least in the path of totality. After a little 
more research, we zeroed in on one location that came highly recommended by seasoned eclipse 
chasers: the teeming metropolis of Madras, OR (population 6,046). 

 
Path of Totality through Western Oregon 

Madras has at least one nice hotel, the Inn at Cross Keys Station. So we rang them up to see about 
booking a block of rooms. Unfortunately, it was already February 2015 – a mere two and a half years 
before E-Day. The reservation person laughed at us and told us they were long since sold out. In fact, so 
was all of Madras. 

Okay, time for Plan B. 

Knowing that our group was willing to drive to totality if necessary, we looked for lodging within an hour 
or two of Madras. The trip from Portland Airport to Madras, according to Google Maps, is a mere 2-1/4 
hour drive. We thought that staying just east of Portland somewhere and driving to Madras on the 
morning of the eclipse was a viable option. 

As luck would have it, our good friends Mad Dog and Lake knew of a unique, funky, bohemian hotel 
called McMenamins Edgefield in Troutdale, at which they had stayed many times. Their description 

http://www.greatamericaneclipse.com/oregon/
http://ci.madras.or.us/
http://www.innatcrosskeysstation.com/
http://www.mcmenamins.com/54-edgefield-home
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sounded intriguing — the hotel itself is a former poor farm and sanitarium that was converted into a 
hotel, with artwork painted by local artists on every wall, door and ceiling. The 74-acre estate incudes a 
spa and salon, several restaurants, an onsite brewery, a distillery, a winery, two par-3 golf courses, an 
outdoor concert venue and a statue of Jerry Garcia. Prices are reasonable, too — $100 for a double 
room, $165 for a “King Suite.” It sounded promising. But — it would require driving for at least two 
hours on the morning of the eclipse. 

We had another suggestion, from a Mr. Paoul Apperto of Albany, CA, who pointed out that the town of 
Bend, OR — about an hour south of Madras — was a popular outdoor vacation spot. We also wanted to 
check out the Willamette Valley, Oregon’s wine country, south of Portland. 

So now we had a number of interesting data points, but not really enough solid information to book a 
lengthy trip for two dozen people or more. Thus it was that three of us— Keith, Kathy and Nick — 
decided to spend our summer vacation in Oregon so we could check out the possibilities for ourselves. 

 
How we spent our summer vacation 

Reconnaissance Mission 
We charted a circular route out of Portland that would take us east through Troutdale, over the 
Cascades and past Mt. Hood to Madras, south to Bend, and finally back west over the mountains to 
Salem and the Willamette Valley. We booked rooms at four stops along the way. 

Troutdale 
After Mad Dog’s and Lake’s enthusiastic endorsement, we just had to stay at McMenamins Edgefield. 
We booked our first night there. We arrived on a Sunday afternoon in late August — just as people were 
gathering for a Weezer concert on the grounds. 

http://www.bend.or.us/
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The place was everything our friends had described and more. We grabbed a couple pints of the local 
ale and wandered around the grounds, taking it all in. 

 
McMenamins Edgefield 

 
We didn’t take this photo! 

 
Hallway art 
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The hotel itself is attractively run down in a shabby chic kind of way, with those ubiquitous murals and 
other whimsical embellishments painted on every available surface.  

 
Found in a corner of our room 

 
Porch 

 
All this and golf, too! 

In short, we were charmed.  
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However, we should also point out that these are not exactly deluxe accommodations. The rooms are 
small and not air-conditioned, which was not pleasant on the unusually hot (or so they said) evening we 
spent there. Also, most of the rooms are set up “European style” with the bathroom down the hall. We 
had one of the few rooms with a private bathroom — it was billed as a “suite” — but it was still pretty 
rustic. Our double bed plus a rollaway bed for Nick filled up most of the available space. 

Bottom line: thumbs up, with an asterisk. We’ll have more to say about that in the last section. 

       
The aforementioned statue and a signpost 

Madras 
Monday morning, we prepared to make the 100-mile drive from Troutdale to Madras. This was a crucial 
part of our reconnaissance mission — Plan B calls for an early morning drive to the viewing area and we 
wanted to get a sense of how feasible it was going to be. 

We had a morning appointment with the event planner at Edgefield, so we didn’t leave Troutdale until 
around 11:00 AM. The road through the Cascades was serpentine, as expected, but it was also wide and 
well-graded and traffic was light.  After about an hour we arrived at the turnoff to Mt. Hood and we 
decided to stop for lunch at Timberline Lodge there. This proved to be an excellent idea. 
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Mt. Hood as seen from Timberline Lodge 

After a leisurely lunch and stroll around the base of the mountain, we headed on to Madras. In all, not 
counting lunch, it took us about 2-1/2 hours to drive from Troutdale to Madras. But even though the 
roads were in great condition and traffic was barely there at all, we were exhausted from the trip.  

We realized then that Plan B wasn’t going to work. There was no way we could recommend that our 
group get up early and cross the mountains to Madras for the eclipse, then return to Edgefield in the 
afternoon. It would turn what should be a transcendent happening into a slog. 

In Madras, we checked into the Inn at Cross Keys Station. The Inn would have been a fine place to stay 
for E-Day if we had only thought to make reservations a year or two sooner. Eclipses aside, however, 
Madras is not exactly a tourist destination. About the best thing you could say in its defense is that it’s 
flat, so pretty much anywhere is a good location from which to view the eclipse. 

Oh yes, and there’s also this place: 

 
Richardson’s Rock Ranch, Madras, OR 

http://www.innatcrosskeysstation.com/


12 
 

It’s Richardson’s Rock Ranch, were you can work for hours in the hot desert sun digging geodes from the 
ground. Or you can just buy them from the gift shop. Either way, they are gorgeous rocks. 

 
A bevy of polished geodes 

A side excursion to Richardson’s is well worth the effort, although it was far too hot for us to attempt 
any mining expeditions. It may even be a good spot from which to view the eclipse – if they let us. 

After an unappealing pizza dinner and an uneventful night at the Inn@CKS, we were ready to move on. 

Bend 
OK, then, if Troutdale is too far away and Madras is already sold out, where can we set up camp that’s 
not too distant from the path of totality and still has available lodging? We now turn our attention to 
gentle Bend, OR, a locale first brought to our attention by Mr. Apperto’s survey response. 

Bend is named for a kink in the Deschutes River, which passes through downtown Bend. Including the 
river, Bend has everything that Madras lacks: 

 Abundant restaurants 

 Sight-seeing opportunities 

 Outdoor activities like hiking, tubing, rafting  and stand-up paddle boarding 

 Plenty of available hotel rooms at all prices 

 And, it’s about an hour south of Madras by car, on a straight, flat highway. 

For our stay in Bend, we picked a room at a random hotel based on ratings from TripAdvisor.com. We 
booked two nights at the Riverhouse Hotel, which turned out to be a serendipitous choice. The hotel is 
aptly named — it literally straddles the Deschutes River.  

Our room was on the other side of the river from the lobby. We had to hike across a little covered bridge 
to get there. The room had a queen bed, a Murphy bed for Nick, a fireplace and a balcony overlooking 
the river — unpretentious and comfortable. A decent breakfast buffet is included. The only downside is 
that it’s a bit pricey — our room was $225 including tax. 

http://richardsonrockranch.com/
http://www.riverhouse.com/bend-hotel
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Riverhouse Hotel, Bend, OR 

We spent a fun couple of days exploring Bend, hiking outside of town and tubing on the Deschutes. We 
wish we’d had time to try white-water rafting and the Segway tour. All in all, Bend seemed like a great 
place for eclipse headquarters. 

 
Hiking along the Deschutes River 

Salem and the Willamette Valley 
After Bend we drove west back over the Cascades to Salem, where we stayed at a nondescript Hampton 
Inn. We had hoped that Salem, Oregon’s capital city, might have something interesting to offer in the 
way of sight-seeing, dining or outdoor fun. We were disappointed in every category. Our conclusion: 
skip Salem. 

We also took a couple of side trips to investigate the area. The Ankeny National Wildlife Refuge, which 
looked beautiful on their website, proved difficult to find and in the not worth the effort. It was billed as 
a bird sanctuary but in almost two hours of tromping around we saw exactly one bird. We were 
reminded of Monty Python’s Cheese Shop sketch: “It’s not much of a cheese shop, really, is it?” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ankeny_National_Wildlife_Refuge
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Ankeny/wildlife_and_habitat/
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The bird 

 

We also paid a visit to the Willamette Valley Winery. The winery was in a gorgeous location on a hill 
overlooking the valley and would probably be a lovely spot for eclipse viewing. They had a very upscale 
tasting room and even a couple of suites for overnight stays (at $400+ per night). We spoke to their 
event planners, who were completely unaware of the 2017 eclipse. The planners noted that, although 
the winery is open on Mondays, it doesn’t actually open until 11:00 AM, long after the eclipse would 
have ended. They may need to change that. 

While we liked the WVV —their pinot noir was excellent — we felt that it was not an ideal choice for our 
group and price range, and that the surrounding area didn’t offer enough variety of other things to do, 
especially compared with Bend.  

 

 
Panorama from the tasting room deck at Willamette Valley Winery 

However, we’re also convinced that our brief stay in the Oregon wine country did not do it justice. We 
would like to return for a longer visit. If you’re at all interested in the Willamette Valley, you should 
definitely spend some time there on your own, after the eclipse. 

Conclusions 
It was well worth making the trip. We got to experience the various places we had read about and to see 
for ourselves exactly what they had to offer. In particular, we were glad that we learned that a day trip 
from Portland to Madras to view the eclipse would be ambitious, to put it mildly. 

As we traveled around western Oregon, the ideal itinerary for our eclipse adventure began to take 
shape. And you could have spared yourself all of this exposition if you’d skipped ahead to page 15, as we 
recommended. Sorry about that. If we’d had more time we would have made it shorter. 

http://wvv.com/
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Eclipse Trip 2017 – Proposed Itinerary 
Based on all of the above, we came up with an itinerary that includes two nights at McMenamins 

Edgefield Hotel in Troutdale, OR, followed by two nights at the Riverhouse Hotel in Bend, OR. Possible 

group activities are shown in italics. 

Day 1 Friday 18-Aug  Fly into Portland International airport - PDX 

    Rent your own car 

    Drive ~12 miles to McMenamins Edgefield Hotel and check in* 

   

 Dinner on your own at the Edgefield Hotel or other local 
restaurant 

   

 Stay overnight at the Edgefield 

 
                                McMenamins Edgefield 

    

Day 2 Saturday 19-Aug  Alternate arrival date at PDX – drive ~ 12 miles to hotel 

    Breakfast and lunch on your own 

    Spa / salon / pool / wine tasting / etc. on your own 

    Group afternoon activity – par 3 golf at the Edgefield 

    Group dinner at the Edgefield 

    Stay overnight at the Edgefield 

    

Day 3 Sunday 20-Aug  Breakfast on your own at the Edgefield 

    Drive ~150 miles (3 hours) to Bend, OR 

    Optional lunch stop at Timberline Lodge (Mt. Hood) 

    Arrive Bend, OR by late afternoon 

    Check into Riverhouse Hotel** 

    Dinner on your own in Bend 

   

 Stay overnight at Riverhouse Hotel 

 
                                             Riverhouse Hotel 

http://www.mcmenamins.com/54-edgefield-home
http://www.mcmenamins.com/54-edgefield-home
http://www.riverhouse.com/bend-hotel
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Day 4  Monday 21-Aug  Wake up early, drive ~1 hour north to eclipse viewing area (TBD) 

    Watch the eclipse - 9:07 AM to 11:41 AM PDT - totality at 10:20 

    Drive back to Bend 

    Lunch on your own 

    Group Segway sight-seeing tour in the afternoon 

    Group dinner in Bend 

   

 Stay overnight at Riverhouse Hotel 

 

                                        55-minute drive north to the center line 
 

    

Day 5 Tuesday 22-Aug  Breakfast at Riverhouse Hotel 

    Group whitewater rafting trip for those who are into it 

    Lunch and dinner on your own 

    Or you can leave Bend today if you like 

    Or stay in Bend for another day or 3 

   

 Or go check out the Willamette Valley 

 You get the idea 
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What Will It Cost? 
How you get there is up to you, as are most of the meals and activities you care to enjoy. We do have 2 

group meals and 3 group activities planned, as well — we’ll be exacting tribute for those in advance. 

Fortunately, outside of Madras, news of the upcoming eclipse has only just begun to trickle in to the 

local consciousness. There are still plenty of accommodations available. We’ve arranged for a block of 

rooms to be held at both of our recommended hotels for members of our group. It will be your 

responsibility to call the hotels and book the rooms and dates. 

McMenamins Edgefield Hotel, Troutdale, OR 
We’ve reserved a block of rooms at the Edgefield for Friday and Saturday nights, August 18-19. Current 

rates are: 

 Queen Room   $100 

 King Room   $120 

 Double Queen Room  $120 

 Family Room (sleeps 6)  $205 

 King Suite (private bath)  $165  

Prices do not include state occupancy taxes and fees. 

As noted in the travelogue section, this is a European-style hotel. “Guests share conveniently located 

common bathrooms that are found down the hallway.” Cotton bathrobes are provided. 

Riverhouse Hotel, Bend, OR 
We’ve reserved another block of rooms at the Riverhouse for Sunday and Monday nights, August 20-21. 

Current rates are: 

 Superior river view double $239 

 Superior river view king  $249 

Rates are for 1-4 persons per room and include a full breakfast. They do not include taxes or fees. 

The Riverhouse is undergoing a major renovation between now and the eclipse date, which is good 

news except that the rates are going up. The quoted rates above are more expensive than the rates we 

paid when we stayed there last summer, but they are cheaper than the full post-renovation rates will 

be. The hotel has promised not to raise these rates for our group. 

Alternate accommodations 
It is possible that some of you will find one of these hotels not to your liking. The Edgefield is admittedly 

a bit unusual, although we find it a refreshing change from the cookie-cutter Marriotts and Hiltons, 

some of you may prefer air-conditioning and in-room plumbing. And the Riverhouse’s new prices aren’t 

exactly cheap. 

If you are so inclined, feel free to find your own lodging nearby. We won’t judge you! We chose these 

locations in part because there are alternatives in the vicinity. You can still join in on all the group 

activities. Or not.  

http://www.mcmenamins.com/54-edgefield-home
http://www.riverhouse.com/bend-hotel
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Group activities 
As noted in the itinerary above, we are planning a number of group meals and outings for the trip. We’d 

like to have a group dinner on Saturday night at the Edgefield, and another on Monday evening after the 

eclipse. We’re contemplating a round of par 3 golf at the Edgefield, and a Segway tour and/or 

whitewater rafting in Bend. 

We’ll arrange these events, but we will ask you to commit to the ones you want to join well in advance 

of the trip. For some events, we may need to ask for money up front. 

After the eclipse 
We’ve only arranged for lodging through the night of the eclipse. If you want to stay longer in Bend (as 

we do), or if you’d like to head on over to the Willamette Valley for some pinot noir tasting, you’ll need 

to book that yourself. 

Deadlines 
Fortunately, we’re still almost two years away from Eclipse Day, so nothing needs to happen very 

quickly. In fact, the rooms don’t technically need to be booked until July 2017, although that may 

change once the locals realize they have a potential bonanza on their hands. 

What’s next? 
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be contacting everyone to find out your interest level now that we’ve 

narrowed down the choices. If anyone has any suggestions for improving this adventure, we’re all ears. 

 

Cheers, 

Keith & Jerry 

Eclipse Planners R Us 

December 19, 2015 


